An Essex Transportee

Thomas Mortlock of Ridgewell, Essex, was ancestral to a large number of the Mortlocks in Australia. He was transported there in 1833 following his arrest and trial for housebreaking.

One of Thomas' descendants, Max Kretchmer, spent an enormous amount of time and effort researching him. Unfortunately he was somewhat given to supposition in matters genealogical, and contrived a descent from the Mortlocks who were fashionable London china merchants, which conflates Thomas' father William with another William Mortlock, a link which is entirely bogus. From his false premise Kretchmer then goes on to relate Thomas to the more celebrated Mortlocks of South Australia, and then gets fed up when these quite reasonably won't have anything to do with it. Kretchmer then goes on, again wrongly, to link these South Australians to the banking family of Cambridge. Nevertheless within Kretchmer's work there is much about Thomas himself and his descendants which is extremely valuable and I have drawn on this extensively in the following narrative. In Kretchmer's defence it might be noted that he is not alone; another Mortlock tried to connect the line of William the chapel clerk of Emanuel College, Cambridge to the bankers and this link is now also seen to be mistaken. At the bottom of this is the fact that William, for reasons of euphony or whatever, is far and away the most popular Mortlock Christian name.
An account from the Essex Standard of December 1832 tells the story of his crime and trial following indictment that October, and I have included this virtually verbatim, as much as anything to counterbalance the idea that this criminal act was in some way merely petty, which it certainly was not for the victim. As will be seen, in spite of his past Thomas does in the end sort himself out and lead a respectable life, and the further one climbs from, the more the credit. Here goes:

"Thomas Mortlock, 17, and John Hardy, 18, were indicted for breaking & entering the dwelling house of Thomas Smith, at Ridgewell, and stealing ten watches, value 20 pounds, a large quantity of jewellery and other property, and 15 pounds in money. The prosecutor was so very deaf that a person was obliged to be sworn to interpret by means of writing the questions and answers. He stated that on the 22nd of October he left his house about 10 o'clock having fastened up the doors and windows. On his return at six, he found the back window broken, and the back door standing open. A box in which he had put 27 watches, was broken open, and 10 of them taken away- nine of them being silver and 1 gilt. A bureau was also broken open and 7 sovereigns and 3 half sovereigns and 7 pounds 10 shillings in silver stolen there from. Three brooches, an earring and about 14 shillings in halfpence were likewise taken away….Witness knew the prisoners, but had never seen either of them in the neighborhood of his house Isaac Ward lived opposite the prosecutor's house; on the 22nd of October he saw the prisoner, Mortlock, whom he had previously known, coming away from the premises adjoining Smith's... His boots were unlaced, and his hat over his eyes, which induced witness to remark at that time that he thought he had been committing a robbery.- Robert Allen, an accomplice, said, that about two o'clock in the afternoon of the 22nd of October, he saw Mortlock at Toppesfield; Mortlock treated with a pint of beer; whilst they were drinking it, Mortlock invited witness and Hardy to go with him to Hedingham. 

"They started, and on the road Mortlock showed him a watch, saying it was his brother's and he wished to sell it. Neither of them would buy it; they then went to five or six public-houses, and when witness had spent all his money, Mortlock agreed to lend him a sovereign, to be repaid in a month Mortlock got so drunk that witness was obliged to lead him home, and by the way he told witness that he had broken into Smith's house, at Ridgewell, and stolen watches and money. Witness observed, he would tell of him. To which Mortlock made no reply. He afterwards asked Hardy and witness to take the things he had stolen, but they both declined. Hardy and witness afterwards followed him into a wood belonging to Mr. Hill, and saw Mortlock take the watches and money out of the bank, and go into a field some distance off, and hide them in another bank near an ash tree. Two days afterwards witness was taken up on the charge of committing the robbery and he then told where Mortlock had hidden the property. 

"Charles Bradley, son-in-law of the prosecutor, went in consequence of information received from Allen, to the field mentioned by him; Allen there pointed out a place near an ash tree, where he found nine watches, two sovereigns, two half sovereigns, and some silver. They were tied up in three separate pocket-handkerchiefs, and covered over with dry grass.-(The property was produced, and witness identified one of the watches as belonging to the prosecutor.)- . The prosecutor identified the whole of the watches as belonging to his customers, who had sent them to be repaired. Mortlock said that Allen's story was a fabrication... Hardy called Allen, who said that he was with him all day, and that he took no part in the robbery.- Hardy was acquitted.- Mortlock was found guilty by the jury of stealing and was sentenced 'To be hanged by the neck until he be Dead' "

This was later commuted (a quite usual act of clemency) to 14 years transportation.

Thomas, along with 225 other convicts, sailed from Portsmouth on 5th May 1833 in the Captain Cook, 452 tons (William Thompson, master; John Morgan, surgeon).  Built in 1826, she was on her second voyage to NSW and arrived in Port Jackson on 26th August, having lost only four convicts on the way. The Indent Sheets on microfilm in the archives of the Mitchell Library in Sydney describe Thomas as a farm labourer, 18 years old, height 5' 4 1/2", ruddy complexion, brown. hair, hazel eyes and with a small mole on his right upper lip. He is recorded as able to read and write, thus superior to many English agricultural labourers (and convicts) of that time. His indictment reference number is ASSI 35/272; he was no.32 on the ship's list of convicts and in NSW was given the Standing No.33-1638. According to the Shipping Indent his conduct on the voyage out was good. 

Although a 'Capital Respite' Thomas was for whatever reason not sent to the prison hulk Pheonix anchored in Hulk Cove (later Lavender Bay), which was allegedly usual for such criminals. Instead, on arrival, after presumably being taken in chains to the Convict Barracks (near the present Mint Building) to await allocation to a master, he was assigned to Patrick Dyce, a farmer, at 'Tillygrieg' Gundaroo, NSW and is so shown on the 1833 and 1834 musters. 

On 1st August1840, Thomas, now 25 and having served as a convict for 8 years, was called before the Goulburn Bench of the Supreme Court of NSW, where he was granted Ticket-of-Leave no.40/1651 under the condition that he remained within the District of Queanbeyan (near present-day Canberra). A "Ticket-of-Leave" had to be carried on the convict's person at all times, be readily available for inspection by an authorised officer and the holder had to report to a police station at regular intervals. Another condition was that the holder must attend Divine Service once a week if a church were reasonably available. By this time he was in the employment of a  Thomas  Booth of  'Nestor', Gundaroo.

In April 1843, on a recommendation of the Queanbeyan Bench dated 8th March 1843, he was given a Provisional Pardon in the same Goulburn Court and his Ticket-of-Leave was destroyed. He had then been in  the service of  John Pethick (Pethwick) of  "Maneroo" for 12 months. This Provisional or Colonial Pardon £reed him from all obligations of his sentence of 14 years until it expired, but was not acceptable in England and did not entitle him to return there. Later in 1843 he was listed as a labourer employed by Henry Clarke, tenant at "Fairfield" between Gundaroo and Bellmount  Forest. 

Now a "free person" of 37, Thomas appears to have moved further south to the Araluen Goldfields about 1850, where he lived in a tent. Here he met C/Katharine, daughter of Samuel and Eliza Herbert of Bell's Paddocks (near Bells Falls). They were married in the church at Majors Creek, (now known as St. Stephens) by banns and consent of the bride's parents (Katherine was, at 18, still a minor in those days) on 28th September, 1852, by the Rev. William Allworth, Chaplain Minister of the Araluen Goldfields, in the District of Liverpool Plains in the County of Inglis and Parry, NSW. The certificate was signed by Thomas and his bride (she making her mark, X), witnesses Samuel Herbert, best man, and Margaret Carter, bridesmaid. According to IGI, she had been christened Kitty Cerokess Herbert on  6th Dec.1835, at Simpson, Buckinghamshire; from that record her father was Samuel Herbert, mother Eliza Brown, of Stotfold, Bedfordshire, England.

Thomas and Catherine moved to the Monaro/ Maneroo area to raise their nine children: 

1. John Thomas 18.12.1853 Major's Creek [reg. Braidwood, NSW] - 5.11.1906, Billilingra, Bredbro [reg. Cooma, NSW] 

2. Arthur 7.9.1856, Majors Creek- 8.1.1938, Waniassa Street, Queanbeyan, NSW

3. Eliza 12.6.1859 Nithsdale, Ballalaba [reg. Braidwood, NSW] - 17.12.1927, Woodland St, Balgowlah, NSW
 
4. William 17.8.1861 Billillingra - 19.4.1935, Peakhurst, NSW

5. Daniel 15.1.1865 Colington [reg. Cooma] - 28.4.1911, Cooma

6. Catherine 18.8. 1867, Colington - 27.7.1953, Drummoyne, NSW

7. Richard 24.2.1870 Murrumbucka, Cooma, NSW - 7.1.1938 West Wallsend, NSW 

8. Susan 27.5.1872 Murrumbucka - 14.4.1955 Narrandera, NSW.

9. George 4.12.1874 Murrumbucka - 1942 Auburn, NSW
            .
On 23.1.1873 Thomas took up, for £1 an acre, a Land Grant of 320 acres [section B. 640 opposite "Muddah Lake" Murrumbucka]. He later sold this acreage 2 and half years later to a William Cosgrove who owned all the land surrounding property. A copy of the map has written on the back of it these words - 'This is the land grant to Thomas in 1873 - it cost 320 pounds - he probably never had that much money ever". Apparently he was given life tenancy to the home that he had built on that property by Cosgrove and this is where he died, having followed the occupation of shepherd up to his death from pneumonia on 28th January 1879. He is buried at Cooma, N.S.W. The Death Certificate states his age as 64. 

Catherine died 26.4.1906 at her grand-daughter's home in Bredbo, and is buried in the local cemetery. She was remembered as a stern disciplinarian and a wonderful mother, She had worked in lace mills in England, before coming with her parents to New South Wales.

The children of Thomas and Catherine all married. Some of Thomas' son Arthur's children left quite good records which were used by Kretchmer. One descendant, ironically, became a prison governor.

William, third son of Thomas and Catherine, met Mary Bowerman and despite some Bowerman family opposition that Mary was marrying below her station, they were married on 29.12.1885 by Rev. John Hermann Leopold Gillmann. William is recorded as a labourer aged 24; his bride was 20. The wedding took place at the home of the bride's parents, the "Valley" at Bredbo. William Bowerman and Amelia Bowerman, the bride's brother and sister were witnesses at this ceremony. William and Mary went on to live at Bredbo, Lake Bathurst, Michelago, The Rock, Cooma, Hay and Peakhurst.

They had thirteen children of which eight survived: Daniel born 1.10.1886; Amelia Maude, 20.9.1889; Mabel Esther, 8.9.1890, all at Bredbo; W:illiam Henry, l6.6.1895 at Goulburn; Stella Mary, 16.6.1898 at Bredbo; Albert John, 22.8.1901 and Alice Evelyn, 21.11.1903, both at Lake Bathurst and lastly Frederick WaIter, 24.1.1907 at The Rock near WaggaWagga.

It is understood that when Daniel was 21 he set himself. up in a brand new suit, which he was enterprising enough to charge to his father's name. His father took strong exception to this and in an ensuing argument Daniel took his new suit and left home never to be heard of again. His mother,  brothers and sisters long grieved over his disappearance. The only record available on Daniel is a Confirmation Certificate from Saint John's Church, Lake Bathurst, dated  Sunday, March 24th 1901, stating also that he first took Communion on Easter Day April 7th, 1901. 

The first daughter of William and Mary, Amelia Maude spent most of her childhood and youth at Bredbo, Hay, Cooma and The Rock. Following two earlier romances Amelia married Charles Lionel Louis Paice, store keeper of Reefton, at The Rock on 8.9.1909. They were married in the Anglican Church by the Rev. Joseph Nathaniel Ward and the witnesses to their marriage were her father, William Mortlock and Thomas Drinkwater.

William Mortlock died aged 73 at 30 Delves St, Peakhurst on Good Friday, 19.4.1935 and was buried at Woronora Cemetery on Easter Sunday 21.4.1935. Mary and her 8 children survived him, but their third son, Albert John, followed his father on 2.7.1935. Mary passed away on 11.10. 1947 at 3, Gloucester St., Rockdale, the home of her daughter Amelia Maude Paice.

Descents from Thomas and Catherine's other children are shown on the charts in the Essex component of the Mortlock Encyclopedia.

The name is perpetuated in NSW in Mortlock Street, Cooma and in Mortlock Avenue, Warrawong. 

Olaf Ruhen in his introduction to Bound for Botany Bay states that any convict will probably be one of the 128 ancestors of every seventh generation Australian.With nine children and at least 33 grandchildren that is certainly likely for Thomas Mortlock; if his death sentence had not been respited there would be considerably fewer Australians today. Indeed it is ironic that he is one of the most biologically successful Mortlocks of all time.
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